I am strongly against the privatization of existing electromagnetic spectrum to support NextNav?s proposal. The 900 MHz band is widely in use by licensed amateur radio operators and as components of Internet of Things (IoT) and Long Range (LoRa) radio systems. Devices and services which are in common use across the country and rapidly gaining popularity with both radio enthusiasts and general citizens of the United States stand to lose considerable investments in personal communication capabilities if the proposal is accepted. Commercial operations can leverage licensable frequencies within existing commercial bands ? citizens should not have their ability to use existing infrastructure curtailed to benefit private corporations.

NextNav fails to acknowledge existing alternate approaches to providing accurate position, timing, and navigation (PNT) via cellular bands ? a feature based on signal triangulation that is the default solution for essentially all cellular devices. NextNav will not be able to match the infrastructure deployment of all cellular communications systems across the country, which calls into question the actual viability of the proposed solution.

NextNav references the ?limited? number of devices that will be affected by the switch without estimate of the number or financial consequences to amateur radio operators, hobbyists, and the general public. The number of Part 15 devices operating in the band is in the millions ? is NextNAv proposing to replace all of these devices at their own cost? 

NextNav proposes to ?swap? a national protected band for partial coverage of a smaller segment of the electromagnetic spectrum in order to provide simplicity and cost savings to their proposed PNT solution. This provides absolutely no value to the citizens of this country who already have an acceptable non-GPS PNT solution (cellular triangulation) while providing significant value to NextNav as a private company. The fact that the proposed rule change is being considered is astounding.

The number of unanswered questions indicated in WT Docket No. 24-240 relating to significant technical impacts and social/economic impacts of the proposed rule change is indicative of a lack of maturity of the proposed solution in terms of basic due diligence to affected operators within the band. NextNav has a significant financial incentive for the rule change to go through and offers no substantive solution to the many devices that will be affected by the rule change.

Existing Part 15 devices, including millions of IoT, LoRa, Meshtastic, and other hobbyist and amateur radio operator equipment/devices will be significantly negatively impacted by the proposed rule change. The loss of value by need to replace these devices, at personal expense, will severely impact the growing interest in the communications provided by devices operating in this band.
